[Pathogenesis of ankylosing spondylitis-mechanisms of disease manifestation and chronicity].
Despite intensive research during the last three decades, it is still not clear which precise mechanisms determine the interactions between host factors (HLA-B27 and other genes, cytokines, T lymphocytes) and microbial factors leading to the manifestation and chronicity of ankylosing spondylitis (AS). Rheumatologists and histopathologists have focused their interest on decoding the immune-mediated inflammatory processes and on studying new bone formation and ankylosis. Concerning the genetic basis of AS, there is considerable effort in large genome-wide and candidate gene analyses to discover new genes that are associated with AS. Moreover, such genetic studies could identify genomic regions that determine clinical manifestations and the course of disease.